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moving, until they tread, as it were, tinder that fuperficies with their 
tails 3 the hanging of thefe in this pofture, put me in mind of a cer- 
tain creature I have feen in London , that was brought out of America^ 
which would very firmly fufpend it felf by the tail, with the head down- 
wards,and was laid to Ueep in that pofture, with her young ones in her 
falfe belly, which is a Purfe, provided by Nature for the production, 
nutrition, and prefervation of her young ones, which is defcribed by Pijb 
in the 24. Chapter of the fifth Book of his Natural Hiftory of Brafil. 

The motion of it was with the tail forwards, drawing its felf backwards, 
by the frilking to and fro of that tuft which grew out of one of the 
flumps of its tail. It had another motion, which was more lutable to that 
of other creatures, and that is, with the head forward 3 for by the moving 
ofhis chaps ("if I may lb call the parts of his mouth) it was able to move 
it felf downwards very gently towards the bottom, and did, as ’twere,eat 
up its way through the water. 

But that which was mcft obfervable in this creature, was, its Meta- 
morphofisor change3for having kept feveral of thefe Animals in a Glafsof 
Rain-water, in which they were produc’d, I found,after about a fortnight 
or three weeks keeping, that feveral of them flew away in Gnats, leaving 
their hulks behind them in the water floating under the furface, the 
place w’here thefe Animals were wont to refide, whil’ft they were in- 
habitants of the water : this made me more diligently to watch them, to 
fee if! could find them at the time of their transformation 3 and not long 
aiter, I obfervd feveral of them to be changed into an unulual fhape 
wholly differing from that they were of before, their head and body be- 
ing grown much bigger and deeper, but not broader, and their belly, or 
hinder part Imaller, and coyl’d, about this great body much of the fafhi- 
on reprefented by the prick d line in the fecond Figure of the 27. Scheme 
the head and horns now fwam uppermoft, and the whole bulk of the bo- 
dy feem’d to be grown much lighter 5 for when by my frighting of it, it 
would byfrifomg out of its tail (in the manner exprefs’d in the Figure 
by B C) link it felf below the furface towards the bottom 3 the body 
would more fwiftly re-afeend, then when it was in its former lhape. * 

I ftill marked its progrefs from time to time, and found its body ftill to 
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for fcSS^ Eement / wtoch it was now going to be an inhabitants 
for,by obferving one of thefe with my Mkrofcope , I found the eves of it 
to be altogether differing from what they feem’d before, appear ne now 
all over pearl’d or knobb’d, like the eyes of Gnats. ’ as^vifible fo 

ahn eC ° ng i } & ltreb y A. At length, I law part of this creature to fwim 
above, and part beneath the furface of the water, below which thou eh 

JeXnH qVI t kJ y P kln 8 e * b Y ^y means frighted it,and prefendy 
re-afeend into its former pofture 3 after a little longer expektion r 
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uve tne lurtace, and by degrees it drew out itsleees firftthe twn for- 
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tot the hulk (which it left in the water) ftanding on its leggs upon 
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